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COUNCIL  CONSEIL
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	SECRETARIAT GENERAL

Directorate General iv: Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport

Directorate of Youth and Sport





Please quote : DJS-98 JCL/bmp
Strasbourg, 3 March 2004

Call for applications

to the European Youth Centres and

the European Youth Foundation

The Directorate of Youth and Sport of the Council of Europe invites non-governmental youth organisations, networks and other non-governmental structures involved in areas of youth work relevant to the Council of Europe’s youth policy to submit applications for:

· activities to be held in co-operation with the European Youth Centres in Strasbourg and Budapest (study sessions) in 2005 and

· activities which could be supported by the European Youth Foundation (EYF) in 2004 - 2005

· administrative grants from the EYF for 2004.

Bodies interested in submitting applications are asked to consult the website of the Directorate of Youth and Sport (http://www.coe.int/youth). Further information can be found in appendix II.

To be supported, activities should contribute to the priorities and the programmes of the Council of Europe’s youth sector for 2003 to 2005 as outlined in appendix I.

Deadlines for applications are:

1 April 2004
· for activities to be held in co-operation with the European Youth Centres (study sessions) between January and July 2005;

· for activities under category A and B of the European Youth Foundation (EYF) taking place between 1 October 2004 and 30 June 2005;

· for administrative grants of the EYF (category C) for the year 2004;

1 October 2004
· for activities to be held in co-operation with the European Youth Centres (study sessions) between  August and December 2005;

· for activities under category A and B of the EYF taking place between 1 April and 

31 December 2005;
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Jean-Claude LAZARO

Head of Division

Secretary to the Programming Committee on Youth
Appendix I

Priorities and programmes of the youth sector of the Council of Europe 2003 to 2005

Overall objective

To empower young people, through non-formal education and participation methods, to play an active role in the strengthening of civil society in Europe and to find ways of meeting both the challenges facing them and their aspirations. To promote and support the development of youth policies in Europe.

Priorities 2003 to 2005

The Council of Europe has set the following priorities in the youth sector for the period 2003 to 2005:

· the promotion of intercultural dialogue and peace;

· human rights education and the promotion of human dignity and social cohesion;

· participation and democratic citizenship;

· support in defining and developing appropriate youth policies.

Youth programme 2003 to 2005

The priorities of the youth sector as described above are reflected in the following five sub-programmes and their specific objectives:

Youth promoting intercultural dialogue and peace

Objectives:

· to promote intercultural dialogue as a pre-requisite for the development of a “culture of peace”;

· to support young people and youth organisations contributing to democratic stability, peace and intercultural dialogue in conflict areas;

· to encourage governments to promote youth intercultural education as a contribution to democratic stability;

· to provide practitioners in the fields of peace education and intercultural education with materials and training relevant for their work.

In 2005, this programme will focus on

· the role of religion in intercultural dialogue; 

· education for peace;

· intercultural dialogue in the Mediterranean basin;

· youth and globalisation with an emphasis on intercultural and  conflict prevention aspects;

· conflict transformation through multicultural activities and support to youth NGOs projects aimed at confidence-building in conflict regions.

Youth promoting human rights and social cohesion

Objectives:

· to deepen the understanding and developing educational and other responses to persistent violations of human dignity, such as social exclusion, violence, racism, intolerance and discrimination.

· to empower young people, in particular the most vulnerable groups, and those working with them to develop strategies and activities to address racism, xenophobia, discrimination and gender-based forms of violence affecting them.

· to develop and create access to educational tools and methodological resources for use by practitioners in human rights education across Europe and the Mediterranean region.

· to consolidate and further develop European networks of trainers, multipliers and youth organisations active in promoting human rights.

· to support the establishment and development of pilot projects and activities on human rights education and to disseminate their results.

In 2005, this programme will focus on

· human rights education;

· prevention and management of youth violence in general and  gender based violence in particular;

· the  participation of minority youth leaders in public life;

· access of young people to social rights;

· “diversity and cohesion” addressing racism, antisemitism, discrimination and social exclusion, 

·  measures aimed at preventing Islam phobia affecting young people.

Youth participation and democratic citizenship

Objectives:

· to encourage and empower young people, in particular from disadvantaged and minority groups, to actively participate in public life and democratic processes;

· to encourage and support equal participation of young men and women in public life and political processes more specifically;

· to support the development of democratic and pluralistic youth structures and the training of young democratic leaders;

· to promote and support the dialogue between young people and decision makers in political life.

In 2005, this programme will focus on

· participation of young people in the formulation and implementation of youth policies;

· participation of young people in political life;

· European citizenship in youth work;

· young women‘s participation and citizenship in the Mediterranean basin.

Youth policy development and research

Objectives:

· to specify the overall objective of ‘mainstreaming youth’ in specific areas such as human rights, anti-racism, children and family policies, social cohesion, civil society development, non-formal education and participation;

· to develop standards for youth policies at national and local levels including the use of youth policy indicators;

· to develop a better understanding of youth problems and to formulate policy recommendations as required;

· to improve youth information structures and processes;

· to advise governments of member states on youth policy development and review.

In 2005, this programme will focus on

· youth policy formulation and implementation;

· information and counselling for young people;

· development and implementation of youth policy indicators;

· development of youth policies in South-East Europe, Russian Federation and the Caucasus.

Quality development and support measures

Objectives:

· to sustain and further develop the quality of the education and training activities of Council of Europe’s youth sector and of those carried out with its support;

· to support the activities and development of non-governmental youth organisations in Europe and the emergence of innovative participatory youth projects;

· to ensure the impact and visibility of the youth sector of the Council of Europe.

In 2005, this programme will focus on

· the development of quality standards for the implementation, evaluation and recognition of non-formal education / learning.

Appendix II

Information for applicants

Applications for activities to be held in co-operation with the European Youth Centres in Strasbourg and Budapest (study sessions)

Study sessions are international youth events lasting in general 6 working days which bring together members of youth organisations or networks and experts for discussions on a specific subject leading to conclusions relevant to the priorities and programmes of the Council of Europe Youth sector. They are organised in co-operation with youth organisations and networks, and are hosted by one of the European Youth Centres.

It is intended to support some 30 study sessions during the year 2005 of which minimum 20 should be held during the period January to July 2005. This implies that the chance for having study sessions accepted during this period is considerably higher than during the period August to December 2005. Interested organisations are encouraged to take this into consideration when planning their activities and the respective applications. Applications for study sessions until July 2005 included should be submitted by the 1 April 2004 deadline.

Furthermore, the following aspects should be considered when submitting an application for a study session:

· While applicants may express their preference whether to hold a study session at the European Youth Centre in Strasbourg or at the European Youth Centre Budapest the Directorate of Youth and Sport alone will decide on the allocation to one of the two European Youth Centres.

· Requests for interpretation at study sessions need to be justified; interpretation will normally be provided for a maximum of two working languages.

The following documents for applicants are available and can be downloaded from the website of the Directorate of Youth and Sport (http://www.coe.int/youth) or requested from the Secretariat:

· Criteria for activities to be held in co-operation with the European Youth Centres in Strasbourg and Budapest

· Application for activities to be held in co-operation with the European Youth Centres in Strasbourg and Budapest

· Guide to applying for and organising study sessions

Further information concerning study sessions can also be provided by Ms. Vincenza Quattrone-Butler: vincenza.quattrone@coe.int, Tel. +33 388 41 22 94.

Applications for study sessions should be sent to:

eyc.studysessions@coe.int
or

European Youth Centre, 30 Rue Pierre de Coubertin, F-67000 Strasbourg, Fax: +33 3 88 41 27 77

Applications to the European Youth Foundation

The European Youth Foundation (EYF) is an establishment of the Council of Europe set up in 1972. According to its statutes the aim of the EYF is to promote co-operation among young people in Europe by financially supporting European youth activities which serve the promotion of peace, understanding and co-operation in accordance with the Council of Europe’s basic values.

The EYF thus provides financial support to the following types of activities:

Category A

International youth meetings with a duration of at least four working days and involving young people from at least four member states (the majority of the financial resources of the EYF are allocated to this type of activity);

Category B

Youth activities other than meetings such as publications, campaigns, exhibitions, production of audio-visual material, development of web-sites and research;

Category C

General administrative costs of international non-governmental youth organisations or networks;

Category D

Pilot Projects which help young people to find ways of meeting the challenges they are facing and their aspirations and which contribute to the priorities of the Council of Europe’s youth sector, in particular in South East Europe, Russian Federation and the Caucasus and in the field of human rights education.

In order to receive a contribution from the EYF, activities must have a multiplier effect and promote youth participation and intercultural learning.

With respect to applications under category C it should be noted that administrative grants can also be awarded to non-governmental youth organisations and networks which have branches in at least three member states of the Council of Europe in order to help them to establish a European structure (category “C bis”).

Although there are no specific deadlines for Pilot Projects (category D), applications have to be submitted at least 3 months prior to the beginning of the activity. 

Further information can also be provided by Ms. Bente Moller-Poulsen:

bente.moller-poulsen@coe.int, Tel. +33 3 88 41 32 05.

New! Procedure for submitting applications to the EYF

On 10 March 2004 the European Youth Foundation will introduce a computerised system to manage the registration of youth NGOs, grant applications and follow up. On the web site of the EYF, youth NGOs will be able to register with the EYF, submit their projects online and monitor the progress of the applications and the administrative follow up. 

It has been possible to introduce this new system thanks also to the partial financial support of the UIC (International Union of Railways). 

The new system is accessible via the following browsers: Internet Explorer versions 5.0 and 6.0, Netscape version 7.0. 

The first step for youth NGOs will be to register with the EYF. 
FOR YOUTH NGOs AND NETWORKS WHICH HAVE ALREADY APPLIED TO THE EYF OVER THE PAST YEARS
For those organisations which have applied to the EYF over the past years, the Secretariat has entered basic information into the database (name of the organisation, registration number and e-mail address), in order to keep track of the past of the EYF. 

As from today, these organisations are invited to contact the EYF Secretariat on the following e-mail: eyf.registration@coe.int to receive their temporary registration number and password and information on the procedure to follow. Once the new system is in place (i.e. after 10 March 2004), each organisation should fill in the rest of the information required on the registration form (address, contact person, etc.). 

Without a correctly filled in registration form that has been validated by the Secretariat, organisations will not be able to submit their applications online. 

This registration is important for those organisations wishing to submit applications online to the EYF for the next deadline for applications: 1 April 2004. Please note that the first deadline for applications for pilot projects on Human Rights Education is also 1 April 2004, and not 15 March as originally announced. 

This procedure is less urgent for those organisations which are not submitting an application to the EYF in the immediate future. 
FOR YOUTH NGOs AND NETWORKS WHICH ARE FIRST-TIME APPLICANTS TO THE EYF 

The first step for youth NGOs will be to register with the EYF as from 10 March 2004. 

Without a correctly filled in registration form that has been validated by the Secretariat, organisations will not be able to submit their applications online. 

Please do not send your applications before the new system is in place. 

This registration is important for those organisations wishing to submit applications online to the EYF for the next deadline for applications: 1 April 2004. Please note that the first deadline for applications for pilot projects on Human Rights Education is also 1 April 2004, and not 15 March as originally announced. 

This procedure is less urgent for those organisations which are not submitting an application in the immediate future. 
N.B.: This new procedure does not concern the submission of applications for study sessions to be held in co-operation with the European Youth Centres.
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