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IFHOHYP Multimedia Production project
“What is it like to be young and
 hard of hearing in Europe?”
YES-YES-YES!!! This year we received a grant from the European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe for the Multimedia production project “What is it like to be young and hard of hearing in Europe?”. You are very welcome to contribute, leave your name forever in the final production, tell the world about yourself and the situation for hard of hearing in your region or country! (
The project will be run within the framework of the European Youth Campaign “All Different – All Equal”  - “Diversity, Human Rights and Participation”.  

The main aims of the project are: 

1) To develop publications, Multimedia CD-ROMs and website with comprehensive information about hearing disability-related issues across Europe, actual and possible role of European Institutions & NGOs in empowering hard of hearing (HoH) & disabled youth for participation 

2) Through this awareness-raising, to increase participation of HoH & disabled youth in mainstream decision-making in Europe and to build partnerships with relevant actors to this end 

The first Preparatory meeting for the project is planned in Strasbourg after study session, May 1 or May 1-2 (final details will come soon, keep your eyes open for news!). Materials from the study session “Safeguarding human right of hard of hearing youth: how to cope with discrimination and violence in education and employment” will go into the project publications + CD-Rom. Because of this, a number of active study session participants are expected to be involved in the project. They shall be involved as coordinators of the Multimedia production project in their local/regional/national organisation. 
The coordinators will:

· Inform their organisation about the project and find volunteers for the project
· Collect the information in their organisation and community/region/country on issues related to hearing loss and situation for hard of hearing in the given community, region or country
-    Collect the existing information about their organisation, other HOH organizations in their  country and the organizations that are actively involved in work with/for hard of hearing youth
· Disseminate the questionnaires on the situation of hard of hearing in their community/region/country 
· Secure that volunteers will contribute to the project by translating collected data into English, writing articles, compiling questionnaires, computer and graphic design of the presentations/multimedia/files for CD-ROM, collecting information on different aspects of life of hard of hearing youth, on relevant technical equipment, hearing aids, subtitling in Europe, good practices of lobbying, projects by and for hard of hearing youth, achievements of hard of hearing youth, human rights protection, policy recommendations, and other relevant issues    
The first preparatory meeting on May 1/May 1-2 will tackle the following issues: Multimedia CD-ROM and brochure’s preliminary structure, contents, division of tasks and responsibilities, planning project timeline, drafting questionnaires for collecting information and research. More details on the meeting will follow.
Please note that we cannot yet promise fees to everyone for their work, and it is mainly graphic,  design and multimedia work that will be covered from the grant. 

ATTENTION: If you decide to join and participate in the Prep meeting for Multimedia project TOO, please indicate this in the study session application! Remember: materials from the study session will be included in the project and we are going to make a movie + report about the study session (with your help, of course!!). 
**** It is YOU who will make the project happen! Let’s do it together!****
Objectives of the project: 

- to increase visibility of youth with specific (often ignored) disability 

- to increase understanding of the needs of HoH youth with various stakeholders on the European, regional, national and local level 

- to gather research, legislation data concerning lives & realities of young HoH & disabled in different countries of Europe, for brochures, CD-Roms, website 

- to produce multimedia CD-ROM with above data + interactive training modules on “how to cope with disability”, “how to communicate with HoH”, “how to lobby”, “how to cope with discrimination”

 -to integrate into all production relevant materials from IFHOHYP study sessions 2001, 2003, 2006; strategies & good practices from IFHOHYP study sessions "Building communication: breaking barriers and stereotypes"’2003,"Safeguarding Human Rights of young HoH: coping with violence and discrimination in education and employment"'2006 

- to contribute to the European Youth Campaign 2006-2007 “Diversity, Human Rights and Participation” by collecting + disseminating the unique data on this vulnerable but not visible social minority youth in Europe - to contribute to the European Youth Campaign by promoting in the production Council of Europe Youth sector priorities and involvement of disabled youth in CoE DYS activities 

- to integrate PR approaches from the IFHOHYP session "How to Make a Campaign on disability", in process of creating the production, contents and distribution 

- to enrich new IFHOHYP website with up-to-date information on vitally important technology for HoH, anti-discrimination, research & policy 

- to motivate target groups to build partnerships with IFHOHYP and build integrated (joint disabled and non-disabled) youth projects on local & European level

Second Prep meeting will take place during the IFHOHYP summer camp in Spain and will be devoted to  evaluation of the draft models, prepared training modules/presentations/articles for the CD-ROM, completing model and finalizing structure + contents. The dates will be defined at the first Prep meeting.
For questions please contact Karina Chupina, project coordinator, karina.chupina@gmail.com. Please note that final information about the Prep meeting in Strasbourg will come in few weeks, and that many issues about the Multimedia project itself will be decided on this Prep meeting. 
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