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International Federation of Hard of Hearing Young People       (IFHOHYP)

www.ifhohyp.org 

WELCOMES YOU TO TAKE PART IN THE IFHOHYP STUDY SESSION

“Developing leadership skills and necessary competences with hard of hearing youth –

getting strong in the future”

run in cooperation with the Council of Europe,

European Youth Centre of the Council of Europe, Budapest

16-23 September 2007

· Participation fee to the Council of Europe is only 45 € 

· Participants’ travel expenses are reimbursed by IFHOHYP from the Council of Europe grant, with deduction of the participation fee.  

· Accommodation and meals during the session are provided by the European Youth Centre Budapest.

What is IFHOHYP?

IFHOHYP is the only international non-governmental federation for national and regional youth organizations that are dedicated to improving quality of life of hard of hearing young people throughout the world.

IFHOHYP’s long-term goals are to provide continuous support and training to hard of hearing young people in order to empower them to work towards their full participation in society. IFHOHYP follows the principle “Nothing about us without us” and puts its efforts to ensure that needs of hard of hearing young people are taken into consideration in development of disability and youth policies.

Background to the study session theme:

Participation of hard of hearing youth at all levels in the mainstream society – education, employment, youth work, and other – calls for leadership skills with hard of hearing (HoH) youth, ability to inform about their specific needs and stand for their rights. 

The biggest challenge for hard of hearing youth on personal level is the problem of communication. Leadership skills and increased confidence help to break communication barriers and change the biased attitudes towards people with hearing loss that still prevail in society.

On the level of organizations, lack of leadership and organizational skills often impedes the capacity of HoH youth organisations in their work: in planning and delivering projects, mobilizing human and financial resources. Organisations can be denied funding of socially important projects because of problems related to management of resources. Lack of necessary competences or knowledge about existing possibilities prevents young people from establishing new organizations for hard of hearing youth. This is a special concern for IFHOHYP and individuals as organizations for hard of hearing youth are lacking all over the world. This, in turn, is one of the reasons why hard of hearing are less visible compared to other disabilities.

Hence it is clear that sustainability of organisations of hard of hearing youth should be built through development of leadership and organisational skills. 

In Europe, the situation concerning people with disabilities in general is gradually improving (social inclusion programs, improved legislation, advocacy and awareness). 

Hard of hearing young leaders need to be identified and equipped with competences in order to achieve on educational, personal and professional levels as much as the rest of the society. As a precondition, they need support to be able to contribute their skills, knowledge and experience to the mainstream world. 

IFHOHYP study session’2003 was devoted to breaking communication barriers, study session’2006 focused on safeguarding human rights of hard of hearing youth and producing recommendations on access to education, employment, information and rehabilitation to European, national and regional institutions. Many IFHOHYP members wished to see Leadership as the main theme of the next study session.




In light of this, aim of the study session is: 

To develop and improve leadership skills with hard of hearing youth workers, to empower and train young hard of hearing youth for greater disability awareness-raising and organizational development.

Objectives  through which the aim is to be achieved (objectives will be revised and fine-tuned at the study session Preparatory meeting in the European Youth Centre in July):

· To develop the capacities of young people to become active in youth organisations;

· To develop leadership and problem-solving skills, conflict management skills 

· To explore the concepts of conflict and conflict management, Human Rights Education in the context of disability-related discrimination and oppression

· To provide tools for supporting development of organisations in countries where no organisation for hard of hearing young people is available yet;

· To develop a stronger network of hard of hearing young people all over Europe;

Profile of participants:

Participants should: 

· Be primarily hard of hearing young people aged from 18 to 30 who are actively working/volunteering in organisations on issues of hearing disability; hearing applicants who are actively involved in work on hearing disability issues are also welcome to apply 

· Be interested and motivated in raising awareness about hearing disability and concerns of hard of hearing youth

· Be eager to improve their leadership skills, strengthen their organisation for hard of hearing young people or to set up a new one

· Be able to communicate and work in English

· Be motivated to develop a project on study session theme in their organisations/communities after the session

Study session official language:

English.

Study session Team:

Karina Chupina, IFHOHYP president, Russia 

Maria Lopez Garcia, IFHOHYP vice president, Spain

Aleksandar Bogdanovic, IFHOHYP Research project coordinator, Serbia

Jacob Selin, IFHOHYP Board member, Sweden

Greet Penneman, IFHOHYP treasurer, Belgium

Goran Buldioski, Hungary - Educational Advisor on behalf of the Directorate of Youth and Sport, Council of Europe 

How many participants: 

40, from countries mainly from member states of the Council of Europe. Young people from countries which are not members of the Council of Europe are also invited; they should constitute no more than 15 % of the total number of participants. Young people who are residents of states, not members of the Council of Europe but parties to the European Cultural Convention (e.g. Holy See, Republic of Belarus) can be invited in their capacity as members of youth organisations involved in the holding of a session.

Age: 

The majority of participants must be under 30 years of age, with a maximum of 25% over the age of 30.

Methods: Training workshops, discussions, debates, work in small groups, brainstorming, theatre, ‘role games’ and simulation exercises in non-formal education methodology, study visits to the European Court of Human Rights, inputs by guest speakers from the European Disability Forum/Council of Europe/other institutions, and other.

Note that study session is NOT about passive sitting and listening to lecturers (even though there will be inputs), but about dynamic & interactive learning through experience! The methods of non-formal education are used to stimulate young hard of hearing people to work together and generate solutions and strategies to use them back home. 

TECHNICAL AND OTHER INFORMATION:

Reimbursement of Participants’ Travel and Visa Costs

Travel expenses (the cheapest route possible only) and visa costs are reimbursed by IFHOHYP to each participant from the Grant of the Council of Europe, Directorate of Youth and Sport. The Council of Europe participation fee of 45 Euros per person will be deducted from reimbursement.

Accommodation and meals:

Accommodation and meals are provided by the European Youth Centre at the expenses of the Directorate of Youth and Sport, Council of Europe. Vegetarian meals are available and no pork is served. 

Important technical information for hard-of-hearing:

For this study session, speech-to-text/also called text-to-screen service (palantype) will be provided - it will allow hard of hearing participants to understand and follow EVERYTHING said in the plenary meetings. Participants will be able to follow all oral presentations by reading text on screen simultaneously. Furthermore, induction loop system is provided by the European Youth Centre for use at meetings for hard of hearing people. Everything is undertaken in order to make sure that participants follow the contents and process of the study session programme, as well as all speeches in the plenary. 

ATTENTION for applicants from IFHOHYP non-member organizations: 

Apart from the fee to the Council of Europe, those participants who belong to non-member organisations shall contribute to IFHOHYP with a fee of € 35 (i.e. if your organisation is not a member of IFHOHYP and you paid € 200 for travel, you will be reimbursed € 200 - € 45 - € 35 = € 120). Note that the latter fee goes to the IFHOHYP only and not to the Council of Europe.

SEMINAR WORKSHOPS ABOUT THE STRATEGY AND DEVELOPMENT OF IFHOHYP

On 23rd September several workshops on the strategy and development of IFHOHYP are planned, as requested by the delegates of the IFHOHYP Annual General Meeting’2007.  

The preliminary programme will be posted on the IFHOHYP website and sent further through IFHOHYP mailing. 

Those applicants who wish to stay for the meeting on 23rd September, should indicate this in the application form.  

How can you participate in the study session?

Please fill in the application form in the attachment and send to emails ifhohyp2007@gmail.com before July 20. Selection of the participants will be done on the basis of motivation, experience and needs of an applicant.

                                         The sooner you apply, the better!!


FIND OUT MORE ABOUT IFHOHYP AT WWW.IFHOHYP.ORG! 

